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Going 'public with their faith’

Huge event features six pools, long lines, hot dogs and nachos.
CHURCH BAPTIZES 350 AT THE COVE

SUE LOWE
Tribune Staff Writer

SOUTH BEND -- "It takes a place like Granger Christian to pull something like this off," a beaming
Jodi Wagonmaker said as she stood ready to help people at the church's annual Baptism Celebration.

It's not every baptism where you can buy a hot dog and nachos while waiting to watch your friends and
relatives be baptized.

It's also not every baptism where about 350 people are baptized.

Jami Ruth, communications manager for Granger Community Church, said the yearly ceremonies had been held
at Clear Lake in Buchanan since the church was founded by Pastor Mark Beeson 21 years ago.

But Coveleski Regional Stadium has more room for friends and family.
The church has about 5,000 members, according to Ruth.

So the move was made this year with six small aboveground pools set up with baptisms taking place in all six
at once.

It took a little longer than an hour for the names and pool assignments of those being baptized to be read.
And it was another half hour before everybody had gone through the lines at the pools.
Wagonmaker was one of many, many church volunteers wearing red baseball caps so those in need could
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Sue and Ken Fisher of Osceola come to the
surface after being baptized in one of six
pools on the field at Coveleski Stadium in
South Bend during the Granger Community
Church's annual Baptism Celebration Sunday.

View more photos
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